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The modern law of nations worked as examples and promotion forces in the 
course of diplomatic modernization of late Qing dynasty. From the perspective 
of the concept, the books on law of nations publicized the modern geographical 
knowledge and ideas of democratic politics so as to transform the traditional 
ideas of the difference between Chinese and foreigner and self-defense in the late 
Qing-dynasty diplomacy. Seeing  from the systems, Qing dynasty began to 
have a comparatively complete knowledge of the modern diplomatic rules and 
systems centered with the sovereignty equality due to a suit of international 
laws’importation, which laid a foundation for the transformation of tribute 
system to modern  diplomacy system. It is undeniable that the modern 
international laws provided the diplomatic-system models and legal backing and 
impelled the formation of modern diplomatic ideas, construction of modern 
diplomatic systems straightly in the journey of the embracement of the modern 
international laws system in late Qing Dynasty. However, the modern 
international laws did not change the weakness of the late Qing Dynasty due to 
the restriction of all kinds of subjective and objective factors and it’s effects were 
limited. The public law diplomacy still had a long way to go. This article 
explores the influence and effects of the modern international laws in the course 
of modernization of late Qing Dynasty from 1839 to 1890 so as to we can find 
the advantages and disadvantages of the modern international laws. It is 
composed of six parts:  















the conceptions concerned. At the same time it reviews the researches on the 
international laws of late Qing Dynasty and sums up the advantages and 
disadvantages and brings forward the emphases of the article. 
    The first chapter analyzes the imperial intribute system of late Qing Empire, 
which included the world consciousness of the difference between Chinese and 
foreigner and self-defense and the diplomacy frame of the patriarchal-vassal 
system and the imperial tributary system. 
    The second chapter discusses briefly the importation of modern 
international laws and explores Lin zexu’s primary cognition, early exercise of 
international laws. And it reviews the translation of the books on law of nations 
guided by William Alexander Parsons Martin. 
   The third chapter analyzes the modern change of late Qing Dynasty 
diplomacy impelled by the modern international laws, which includes the 
reformation of modern diplomacy ideas, establishment of modern diplomatic 
systems and construction of modern diplomatic orders. 
The forth chapter discusses the public law diplomacy in Qing Dynasty and 
concerns about the promulgation of the law from the west to the east and 
different attitudes of intelligentsia，establishment of modern diplomatic systems 
and construction of modern diplomatic orders. 
   The conclusion sums up and evaluates the influence and effects of the 
importation of modern international laws.  
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